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Comparing criteria and evidential crossover 
between BREEAM Communities and building 
level assessment methodologies

Introduction
This document helps clarify the areas where compliance with BREEAM Communities can help to show compliance with criteria at HQM 
(Home Quality Mark) and BREEAM building level assessments from new construction to refurbishment and fit out.

BREEAM Communities schemes offers a strategic approach to assess the environmental, social and economic sustainability of large scaled 
developments and masterplanning projects. This is the stage and scale where there are opportunities to increase sustainability across the 
entire site and for individual buildings through economies of scale, site-wide solutions and greater flexibility in design decisions. In turn, 
when it comes to later lifecycle stages of the development and assessing individual buildings under BREEAM or HQM, these solutions can 
be used to secure a higher score and rating where relevant.  

Criteria review
The following tables aim to demonstrate the areas of overlap and the level of crossover between criteria. 

Symbol Overlap assignment Definition

P Full Crossover
Compliance with certain criteria under BREEAM Communities can be used as evidence of 
full compliance with certain criteria of BREEAM schemes listed below. 

• Partial Crossover

Compliance with criteria under BREEAM Communities can lead to (or help with) compliance 
with criteria of BREEAM schemes highlighted below. This indicates that further requirements 
will need to be met before the criteria in BREEAM New Construction can be deemed to be 
fully met.

× No Crossover
The issue is not covered by BREEAM Communities and so will require full assessment under 
other BREEAM schemes.

Table 1- Level of overlap
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